BADEN-BADEN

See

· Casino (Spielbank) 

· Concert hall (Festspielhaus) 

· Horse racing at Iffezheim 

· Pump room (Trinkhalle) 

Do

· Walk along the river Oos or in the hills and forests around the town. The tourist office at the Trinkhalle can sell you a booklet of walks based on bus routes. The walking is generally easy, but for maximum reward for minimum effort, take bus 204/205 to the Merkur-Bergbahn funicular railway, ride up to the cafe at the top, and walk back via the old castle (Altes Schloss). 

Thermal baths

Römerplatz, the heart of the bath quarter (Badeviertel), is five minutes' walk from Leopoldplatz through the pedestrian zone. In Römerplatz you can see the ruins of the Roman baths and take to the thermal waters yourself at Caracalla Therme and Friedrichsbad. More details: 

Roman bath ruins (Römische Badruinen), (adjacent to the underground car park below Römerplatz). tel +49 7221 275934. [1] (http://www.badruinen.de/) Every day, 11AM-5PM. Small area of excavations with good audioguide in English. €2. 

Caracalla Therme, tel +49 7221 275940 (fax +49 7221 275980, info@carasana.de). [2] (http://www.carasana.de/home/en/caracalla.html) Every day, 8AM-10PM. Follow the steam rising off the outdoor pools to find this modern bathing complex. Your ticket gets you into the pool area (where you'll find a cafe, several indoor and outdoor pools, whirlpools, waterfalls, water jets and so on) and the upstairs sauna area. €12-16 for 2-4 hours. No children under 3. 

Friedrichsbad, tel +49 7221 275920 (fax +49 7221 275980, info@carasana.de). [3] (http://www.carasana.de/home/en/roemisch.html) M-Sa 9AM-10PM, Su 12PM-8PM. Friedrichsbad is a beautiful temple to traditional bathing culture, built in 1877, complete with statues and decorative tiling and culminating in a circular central pool in an ornate domed hall. In these elegant surroundings, the Roman-Irish bath (Römisch-Irisches Bad) is a programme of heat, massage, steam and water that will detoxify and rejuvenate any weary traveller. It's a wonderful, deeply relaxing experience. €21 for 3 hours (optional massage €8 extra). No children under 14. 

The procedure at Friedrichsbad is unique, so read these instructions carefully before you go in, especially if you don't speak German. Buy your ticket at the entrance, plus a token for the soap-and-brush massage (Seifenbürstenmassage) if you want. At the top of the stairs, men and women go into separate changing rooms and follow the programme separately for the first hour or so. Take off all your clothes and put them in a locker, inserting your ticket into the slot inside the door before locking it. Naked, follow the sign to the baths, where an attendant will greet you. Follow the numbered sequence of rooms. Each room has a sign in English on the wall telling you how long you should spend there. You'll be given a towel and bath shoes at the first shower. You need these for the hot rooms (you must lie or sit on your towel). After the hot rooms, you reach the massage station, where you must hand back your towel, shoes and token. After the massage, proceed to the steam room(s) and shower again before going through to the pool area, where men and women bathe together in pools at three different temperatures. When you've had enough, head back via the cold plunge pool and the sleeping room, to be wrapped in blankets for half an hour. 

HEIDELBERG

It is not a secret that Heidelberg is a jewel among German travel destinations. Located in the Neckar river valley right where the dark Odenwald (Odin's Forest) opens up towards the plains of the Rhine valley, Heidelberg is home to the oldest university of Germany (est. 1386). With 28000 students, the Ruprecht-Karls-Universität (or Ruperto Carola, as the university calls itself in Latin), is one of Germany's larger academic institutions and boasts the full spectrum of an ancient academy, from Egyptian Studies to Computer Linguistics. Especially the faculties for Medicine, Law and Natural Sciences are considered to be among the best in Germany. The university fostered the settlement of several other world class research institutions such as the German Cancer Research Centre (DKFZ), the European Molecular Biological Laboratory (EMBL), Center for Molecular Biology (ZMBH), Max-Planck-Institutes for Medicine, Astronomy, Nuclear Physics and others. In a nutshell, Heidelberg is an academic city and shows many similarities to cities like Cambridge or Oxford (Heidelberg and Cambridge, UK are twinned). 

During the second world war, the city was nearly completely spared by allied bombings which destroyed most of Germany's larger inner cities. Thanks to this, Heidelberg could conserve its baroque charm of narrow streets, picturesque houses and of course the world-famous castle. After the war, the United States Armed Forces built large barracks on the southern end of the city. Therefore, Heidelberg's 130.000 inhabitants include not only the 28.000 students of the university, but also nearly 30.000 American citizens, almost all soldiers and their families. Together with the hundreds of thousands of annual visitors, this makes the city a very international place, despite its small size. 

During most of its History, Heidelberg attracted artists, intellectuals and academics from all over Europe and has sometimes been called a secret intellectual capital of Germany. People who lived and worked in the city include the poets Joseph von Eichendorff, Jean Paul and Goethe, scientists as Bunsen and Kirchhoff, philosophers as the founder of the "illuminati" order von-Knigge, atheist Ludwig Feuerbach, existentialist Karl Jaspers, political theorist Hannah Arendt and many more. Mark Twain wrote in A Tramp Abroad: 

...Out of a billowy upheaval of vivid green foliage ...rises the huge ruin of Heidelberg Castle, with empty window arches, ivy-mailed battlements, moldering towers—the Lear of inanimate nature—deserted, discrowned, beaten by the storms, but royal still, and beautiful. 

By train

The main train station lies in the western part of the city, opposite the poshy glass cube of the Print Media Academy. This impressive building is a representative headquarters of Heidelberg Druckmaschinen AG, which is the world's leading producer of printing presses and the second largest employer in the city, after the university. 

Get around

The city runs a small rather effective system of trams and busses. The two most important nodal points are the main station and Bismarckplatz. A mountain railway runs between four stations (including the castle), linking the old city on the level of the river with the summit of the Königstuhl Mountain, about 400 metres above the city. 

See

· The Altstadt (historical city center)and Hauptstrasse (main street) 

· The Castle 

· The Philosophenweg which can be found on the northern side of the city. It provides a wonderful view across the oldest part of the city. Here can also be found the Meridan Stich which is a popular illustration of Heidelberg 

· The Heiligenberg mountain which boasts a wonderful view over the old town, the somewhat depressing 

· Thingstätte on top of Heiligenberg (an open-air theatre built by the Nazi regime in 1934 to host propaganda events), the old university on 

· Universitätsplatz in the old city and the adjacent old armoury which is now a student cafeteria (but also open to the public). 

· The Heiliggeistkirche city cathedral is only one of many large and small churches, but definitely the one with the most interesting history. During the dark ages, it was the shelter of the Bibliotheka Palatina, Germany's oldest library. The Bibliotheka was stolen and brought to Rome but eventually returned in pieces. Today, parts of it can be visited in the University Library (also the oldest and probably the most valuable of its kind in Germany), which is situated close to the old university. 






View of cathedral from Heidelberg Castle

You can get a great view of the Heiliggeistkirche, Old Town, and the Neckar river bridge from the castle (Schloss Heidelberge). 

Do

The city boasts more than twelve cinemas, over eight theaters, including 

· Stadttheater the large state-run theater, and 

· Zimmertheater on Hauptstrasse, Germany's oldest private theater 

There are also many progressive culture centers, including the famous Karlstorbahnhof in the east-end of the old city. 

WÜRZBURG

Understand

Founded in the 10th century, Wurzburg served as the home of powerful prince-bishops for many centuries. It is home to one of the oldest churches in Germany, built in the 8th century on top of a former pagan shrine. One of its most famous structures, Festung Marianburg, is a fortress which now surrounds the church. 

Wurzburg was the center of the kingdom known as Franconia. In the 19th century, Napoleon merged Franconia with Bavaria, by which the city is ruled to this day. 

Wurzburg experienced heavy demolition during a 20-minute bombing raid in 1945. Much of the city has since been rebuilt. It has been home to a large US military installment since post-World War II reconstruction. As a result, many of the locals are familiar with American customs. 
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See

Festung Marienburg 

Würzburger Residenz 

Do

Wurzburger Wienfest 

Afrikanerfest 

MÜNCHEN

Understand

When Germans are polled about where they would most like to live, Munich finds its way consistently to the top of the list. Within easy driving distance from the Alps, Italy and the Mediterranean, the Czech Republic, Austria and some of the most beautiful scenery in Europe, it's not surprising everyone wants to be there! Add to its benefits beautiful architecture, especially Baroque and Roccoco, green countryside which starts a mere half-hour away on the S-Bahn, the second largest university in Germany, and the greatest beer culture on the planet: could there be anything wrong with Munich? Yes and no. The Bavarians are very conservative (although, Munich itself traditionally has a Social Democratic municipal council), to the point of being reactionary. This can make it tough to get to know them, and at the very least, will lead to more than a few raised eyebrows at your ripped denim shorts. 

There's a price to pay for living in a city where everyone else wants to be: Munich is the most expensive city in Germany. But all in all, its advantages make a visit more than worthwhile. Just leave the denim shorts at home! 

Munich's cultural scene is second to none, its museums even outnumber Berlin in quality. And it has been, unlike Berlin, brilliantly rebuilt after the war, most people find it hard to believe that Munich was even bombed in WWII. 

Munich people don't want their city to be noticed only as a city connected to beer and the Oktoberfest. In fact, the Bavarian kings had their share of Munich becoming a city of arts and science in the 19th century. Its outstanding position among other German cities may have faded since - especially due to Berlin becoming the German capital again in the 90s - but Munich still remains Germany's number-one place in art (many famous writers, artists, architects, and musicians who were born or lived in the region): 

Egid Quirin Asam, François de Cuvilliés, Johann Michael Fischer, Albrecht Dürer, architects Barelli and Zuccalli (credited with bringing the Italian baroque style to Munich, a style that would become omnipresent throughout Bavaria), Leo von Klenze, Franz von Lenbach, Wassily Kandinsky and the artists of the Blaue Reiter (Blue Rider) School of Expressionist art. 

Thomas Mann and Lion Feuchtwanger are famous german writers that lived in Munich until they were driven out of the city by the Nazis because of their religion or political attitude or both. 

[edit]

Get in

· Munich is extremely well-connected, with an international airport and a major hub of the German rail system. 

[edit]

By car

· Highways from many directions lead to Munich, however they often get congested at peak times and at weekends, especially during the ski season. For day trips to Munich it's probably best to leave your car in a Park&Ride car park (see below). 

[edit]

By plane

· Munich International Airport (http://www.munich-airport.de/EN/) (MUC), is located a good distance outside the Munich center in the Northeast. Recently expanded, has multiple domestic and international connections. If unable to fly to Munich directly, travellers can arrange a transfer via Frankfurt. Flight time from Frankfurt to Munich is about 35 minutes. 

The airport connects to central Munich by subway (S-Bahn) on S1 or S8 lines. The journey (single) costs €8.80 and takes 30-40 minutes to get to the central station. If in a group (up to 5 people) or with family, the group day ticket is certainly cheaper at €16. Both forms of tickets can be bought at the automatic machines. 

Tickets must be validated in the yellow Entwerter machines you can find when going down to the S-Bahn station - without a stamp the ticket is invalid and you are liable to a fine! 

[edit]

By train

Most major European cities connect to Munich by rail. Munich's Hauptbahnhof (HBF) is conveniently located central to Munich; it's just west of Marienplatz and is a short walk away from the city center. The HBF also has many traveler-friendly amenities, including several restaurants and a tourist's bureau. 

[edit]

Sleep

[edit]

Budget

· DJH Neuhausen, Wendl-Dietrich-Strasse 20 (From the main train station, take U1 or U7 in the direction of Westfriedhof and get off at Rotkreuzplatz), +49 089 131156 (jhmuenchen-neuhausen@djh-bayern.de, fax: +49 89 1678745), [2] (http://www.jugendherberge.de/html/jugendherbergen/individual_jh.jsp?IDJH=248). Closed 01.12.2006 to 31.12.2006. Youth hostels in Germany are aimed at youth in the literal sense of the word (unlike other places where they are for the young at heart). Therefore, DJH hostels in Bavaria are not availbale to guest over 26 years of age. This does not apply to group leaders, or families with at least one child under 26. €21.55–30.75 (€3 extra during Okterberfest). 

[edit]

Medium

· Hotel Royal (http://www.hotel-royal.de/) Affordable 3 star accommodation close to Central Station (Hauptbahnhof). Rated favourably on Trip Advisor (http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g187309-d199660-Reviews-Royal_Hotel-Munich_Bavaria.html/) and others. Free WLAN HotSpot for customers, good price/performance. 

[edit]

Splurge

· The Bayerischer Hof (http://www.bayerischerhof.de/) The luxury hotel in Munich. The Bayerischer Hof is a legend among tourists and residents. Everyone knows if you stay here you are either a star or someone with great taste (and plenty of money). The Bayerischer Hof is located near the City Center. 

· Le Meridien Munich (http://munich.lemeridien.com/)) Le Medridien offers excellent rooms for 150 Euro - 615 Euro for its Executive Suite. The hotel is located across the street from the main train station. 

· Hilton Munich Park (http://www.hilton.com/) +49-(0)89-38450. 

[edit]

Long Term

· Mr. Lodge (http://www.mrlodge.de/englisch/e_info_english.htm/) For people staying long term 

[edit]

Get around

[edit]

Tram, bus, subway

Best bet is the tram (streetcar), bus and metro (subway) system. You can get individual, group, day and week tickets. The metro (U-Bahn) stations are signed with a white capital "U" on a blue background. 

The blue strip card (Streifenkarte) is a better value than buying lots of individual tickets. The cost is €10, and may be purchased at dispensing machine at every station. Stamp 2 strips for most journeys in the city, or 8 from the airport. The rule is to use two strips for each colored ring on the map. Don't forget to stamp the tickets, otherwise they are not valid. These machines ("Entwerter") are found at the entrance down to the S-Bahn or U-Bahn platform, and on the buses and trams. 

For more than two journeys a day, it's better to buy a day ticket, available for a single person or a partner card for up to five adults. 

Public transportation operates with limited service from 2:00 to 5:00 in the morning. Metro doesn't operate at all and the tram and some buses operates hourly from Monday to Friday and half hourly on the weekend. So if you're staying out late, try to get the schedule of the so called Nachttram (Nighttram) in advance or don't leave the place before 5:00 (or take a taxi of course). 

The Munich MVV website[3] (http://mvv-muenchen.de/en/index.html) has underground maps and maps of the Park&Ride car parks attached to U-bahn stations (under the Pläne menu), as well as timetables. The official urban rail network map (http://mvv-muenchen.de/en/home/fahrgastinformation/mvv-netz/netzplaene/schnellbahnnetz/index.html) is an essential means of orientation. 

[edit]

Bike

With over 200km of bike trails, one of the very best ways to explore the city is on a bicycle. Guided tours are available, or for the independent-minded, rentals and maps are available at the main train station (Hauptbahnhof) and other areas of the city. 

Bikes can also be rented by the Call-A-Bike system, which is run by Deutsche Bahn (national rail service). You need to call a number listed on the bikes from your mobile phone and register with the callabike.de website in order to use the. The service is convenient, as you just spot an available bike throughout the city and just leave it at your destination. However, this is not an economical alternative, if you are planning many trips in a single day. In that case, it is better to get a day or multiday rental from one of the rental services located throughout central Munich 

[edit]

See

[edit]

The Beaten Path

· Glockenspiel - See District sub article City Center 

· Olympiaturm (Olympic Tower) [4] (http://www.olympiapark-muenchen.de/index.php?id=olympiaturm) - the more than 200 m high tower gives an amazing view over the complete city, and on a clear day you can see the Alps. Take a break in the rotating Drehrestaurant (http://www.drehrestaurant.de/) 

[edit]

Museums, Galleries, and Memorials

· Egyptian Museum (http://www.aegyptisches-museum-muenchen.de/) - admission €4 (concessions €3, children free, free for all on Sundays) 

· Lenbachhaus Gallery (http://www.lenbachhaus.de/) - Expressionist art 

· Dachau concentration camp An incredible, and sobering experience, this is a worthwhile excursion. Not recommended for small children. Tours can be booked in Munich or at Dachau there, in English. While the tour is certainly of historical value, there is very little to see from the original camp, as most of the structures from the WWII era have been destroyed. Tourists, who, take a tour of Dachau from a private guide/tour company often complain that they didn't have enough time to explore the camp. Three hours or more should be dedicated to exploring the camp, though to fully see the camp may require five or more hours. 

[edit]

Palaces









Schloss Neuschwanstein near Munich

· Schloss Neuschwanstein [5] (http://www.neuschwanstein.de) (located near Füssen, worth a day trip) Visit the beautiful park! The famous fantasy castle built by Ludwig II, picture postcard perfect and used in the 1960s film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. It is easily visited in a day trip from Munich. By car, take the A96 motorway from Munich and switch over to the A7 and exit at Füssen. From Füssen it is just a short distance further to the village of Hohenschwangau where the ticket center to Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau castles can be found. From the ticket center, it is a 20 to 30 minute walk uphill to the entrance of Neuschwanstein. Buses and horsedrawn carriages are also available. 

[edit]

Squares

· Marienplatz The Marienplatz is the traditional heart of Munich. Its Mariensäule (Marian column (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_and_Holy_Trinity_columns)) was built in 1638 as a reminder the city had been spared during Swedish occupation. It is not exceptionally different from any number of plague columns scattered around central Europe. What really draws a crowd on Marienplatz, though, is the Glockenspiel in the façade of the Neues Rathaus (New Town Hall). The summer tourist crowds gawk at the Glockenspiel figures enacting the Schäfflertanz (coopers' dance), a ritual originally performed to celebrate the end of the plague in Munich. The Rathaus was built in Flemish Gothic style between 1867 and 1908 by Georg Joseph Hauberissere. If you are interested in shopping, go here and follow the main shopping street down to Karlsplatz (Stachus), a major tram/U-Bahn/S-Bahn stop. Major chainstores, such as H&M and Saturn (for CDs and electronical equipment)can be found there. 









Flowers at BUGA 2005

[edit]

Parks

· Englischer Garten - is in Schwabing. Entrance is free, and it is a wonderful place to relax. 

· The vast Olympiapark was built for the 1972 Olympic Summer Games and is still a very active and popular place for all kinds of sports and events(http://www.olympiapark.de) 

· BUGA05 (http://www.buga2005.de/) - The Bundesgartenschau 2005 is well adverised throughout the city, but is a bit of a disappointment (many of the exhibits were simply never finished!). Only pay the 14 Euros to get in if you are a die-hard gardening expert. 

[edit]

Do

[edit]

Festivals

· Oktoberfest (http://www.oktoberfest.de/en/) - The first Oktoberfest took place on the 12 October 1810, to celebrate the marriage of Prince Ludwig of Bavaria and Princess Therese of Sachsen-Hildburghausen. All citizens of Munich were invited to a meadow (Wies'n) situated in front of the city tower, subsequently renamed the Theresienwiese in honor of the bride. In the early years of the fair, horse races were held, then as the event grew, agricultural conventions, which still take place every third year. But what about beer? After all, the Bavarian hops crop has to go somewhere! In 1896 businessmen working with the breweries in Munich built the first giant beer tents at Oktoberfest, and drinking has been the primary focus since. Each of the major breweries presides over its own large tent filled with traditional musicians leading the crowd in well-known drinking chants, incredibly strong barmaids hoisting ten or more huge Maß (1-liter glass beer mugs that are heavy even when empty!), and a spate of drunken people all trying to get into the bathroom at once. In 2003, Oktoberfest hosted 6.4 million visitors who drank 6.1 million liters of beer and ate the equivalent of 91 oxen, 383,000 sausages and 630,000 chickens. Furthermore there are of course as on all similiar festivals many rides as two looping roller coasters and two large ferris wheels. 

However, visiting the Oktoberfest can be very stressful, because the tents are overcrowded and there are doormen at the entrance ruling the procedure of coming in. Especially at weekends you should try to get in the tents before 10 o'clock in the morning. During the week most tents are open all day, however it is not easy to get a seat. 

It is not recommanded to leave the tent if you want to get in it later the day. So you have to decide early in the morning if you want to go in a certain tent or you want to enjoy the rides like the coaster with 5 loopings. 

Some tents, such as the Hofbrau Festzelt, have a standing area that does not require seating; as such, you can sometimes get into this tent later than with other ones. 

[edit]

Theater, Opera, and Music

Munich has many theatres showing different plays: 

· Residenztheater 

Nationaltheater shows a variety of operas 

· Deutsches Theater 

shows more musicals and theme shows (like MAMA MIA!, etc.) 

· Kammerspiele 

Which often surprises viewers with very modern interpretations of famous plays. 

· Volkstheater 

somewhat inbetween Bavarian Folkore and modern theater. 

[edit]

Tour

Walking tours (http://www.newmunich.com/) are one of the best ways to see any city and in Munich you can do it for free. Find the "New Munich Free Tour" at Marienplatz at 10:45am and 2:30pm everyday. How can it be free? The guides work on a tips-only basis. 

[edit]

Christmas Markets

During Christmas time there are many of these "Christkindl Märkte" or Christmas Markets, including the large Tollwood, but also smaller markets, where you can buy christmas buiscuits (Lebkuchen) souvenirs and the typical Glühwein. Although pronounced glue-vine, it is mainly hot red wine with spices and different (secret) flavouring. 

· Münchner Freiheit is in Schwabing 

· am Elisabethmarkt A tiny market, it has cute stalls, and an original feel. It is located at the tram stop Elisabethmarkt of the tram 27. Further information you will find here: www.elisabethmarkt.de 

· Marienplatz A bigger market, it stretches across the shopping street, so you can mix christmas market shopping (and eating) with "normal" shopping. 

· Chinesischer Turm at Englischer Garten has a nice christmas market in a pretty parc surrounding. Highly recommended if there's snow! It can conveniently be reached from U/Bus station "Münchner Freiheit" on the Bus 54 which has a stop "Chinesischer Turm". 

[edit]

Markets

· Viktualienmarkt (http://www.muenchen.de/Rathaus/kom/grossmarkth/viktmarkt/135530/vm_english.html) Famous market in the city centre, where you will find any imaginable sort of fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, spices, and so on. 

· am Elisabethmarkt (http://www.muenchen.de/Rathaus/kom/grossmarkth/elismarkt/135531/em_english) A tiny market, it has cute stalls, and an original feel. It is located at the tram stop Elisabethmarkt of the tram 27. 

